Press release

Europe needs to step up against Viral Hepatitis to
meet WHO elimination goal and UN SDGs
Brussels, 20 July 2018
The ACHIEVE (short for Associations Collaborating on Hepatitis to Immunize and Eliminate the Viruses in
Europe) coalition welcomes the European Commission’s Staff Working Document “Combatting HIV/ AIDS,
Viral Hepatitis and Tuberculosis in the European Union and neighbouring countries – State of play, policy
instruments and good practices”. The document confirms that for the EU to reach the UN Sustainable
Development Goal for “viral hepatitis, the current major gaps and limitations in the available surveillance
data make it difficult to assess the exact distance left that still needs to be covered. “
ACHIEVE Chair and President of the European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA) Tatjana Reic states:
“Countries need to intensify their efforts on monitoring, prevention, screening and linkage to care, if Europe
wants to eliminate viral hepatitis by 2030, in line with the WHO Global Strategy and the WHO Europe Action
Plan, building on the UN SDGs. As one of the richest regions of the world, the EU has a moral and political
obligation to lead the way to elimination of viral hepatitis and thus prevent future transmissions with this
terrible virus. The European Commission’s Staff Working Document rightly highlights that the lack of
surveillance. If elimination by 2030 is to become a reality, we need a concerted effort by all Member States
in favour of prevention, identifying the large number of undiagnosed patients and providing access to
adequate care.”
Cristian-Silviu Busoi MEP, Co-Chair of the Friends of the Liver Group in the European Parliament states: “In
light of the EU’s commitment to help Member States’ monitor the implementation of the UN SDGs, the
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control has developed effective monitoring indicators for viral
hepatitis. EU Member States need to make a political commitment to apply these indicators to measure
progress and eliminate viral hepatitis.”
His colleague Karin Kadenbach MEP adds: “I am happy that with its Staff Working Document, the European
Commission confirms what the European Parliament identified as a key obstacle in the fight against viral
hepatitis in its Resolution on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Hepatitis C from July 2017. The insufficient
surveillance and monitoring of viral hepatitis is worrying for the implementation of national elimination
plans. Currently, Europe is flying blind as far as viral hepatitis elimination is concerned.”
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Notes for the Editor
The ACHIEVE coalition includes the following organisations: The European Liver Patients’ Association
(ELPA), the Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board (VHPB), Hepatitis B and C Public Policy Association, EASL
International Liver Foundation, European Aids Treatment Group (EATG), Correlation Network, the World
Hepatitis Alliance and the Barcelona Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal). It is enabled by the support of
Abbott, AbbVie, CEPHEID, Gilead Sciences and MSD.

About viral Hepatitis B and C
The elimination of viral hepatitis B and C as a public health threat was agreed to by all Member
States of the World Health Organization. However, Europe is yet to make significant progress.
As many as 171,000 deathsi annually in the WHO European region are caused by two infections:
hepatitis B virus and hepatitis C virus. These viruses affect 28 million people, many of them
living without visible symptoms for decades before disease progression.ii The number of
individuals affected will continue to increase unless action is taken to prevent, detect, control
and cure these diseases.
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